
  

 

 

 

Invitation 

Against all odds - How economic cooperation in the 
Sahel can succeed 

The Sahel region has enormous potential for renewable energies, 

yet it is one of the regions with the greatest energy poverty in the 

world. The process of industrialization in the region is progressing 

slowly. According to the UN, 51% of the population in the Sahel has 

no access to electricity, while energy demand is increasing by more 

than 4% annually. The local energy crisis is closely linked to the 

(security) policy, economic and humanitarian situation. A stable 

energy infrastructure is a driving force for economic growth; many 

sectors, jobs, education and health services ultimately depend on 

access to energy services. According to estimates by the African 

Development Bank (AfDB), energy poverty in Africa costs the 

continent 2-4% of GDP each year. Around 80% of businesses in 

Africa have to deal with interruptions to their electricity supply, 

which limits economic performance in the countries.  

In order to meet rising energy demands and achieve sustainable 

socio-economic growth, the expansion of renewable energies is 

essential. Given its potential, the Sahel could become the first 

region in Africa to initiate and drive forward an industrial revolution 

based on renewable energies. Investments in renewable energy 

would thus not only contribute to the electrification of private 

households, but also enable the development of local green value 

chains that create jobs, leverage global value chains and 

accelerate the realisation of the SDGs. It is also important to clarify the extent to which this can succeed 

in view of the political framework conditions in some Sahel countries, such as Mali, Burkina Faso and 

Niger. 

What measures are required to meet the energy needs in the Sahel? How can infrastructure development 

and the process of industrialisation in the Sahel be driven forward? How can a switch to renewable 

energies succeed? And how can Germany support this despite the current political developments in the 

region and cooperate with Sahel countries in the energy sector? What role can investments by German 

companies play? 

To discuss these and other questions together, the German Africa Foundation and Fokus Sahel cordially 

invite you to an expert discussion. The subsequent reception will provide an opportunity for an open 

exchange between political decision-makers and representatives from business, think tanks and civil 

society. 

 

 

 

 

Date 

Thursday, 13 June  
2024, 17:45 – 19:00hrs 
 
Venue 

German Parliamentary 
Society, Entrance via 
Dorotheenstraße 100, 
10117 Berlin 

Please register here by 7 June.  

After the discussion, you are 

invited to a reception.  

The event will be 

simultaneously interpreted into 

French and German. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLmwbfI7k_X74VoxzzCoCjMWsRGEY9JP65BtFyatQCD3hdpw/viewform


  

 

 

 

Program 

 

Greeting: Sabine Odhiambo, Secretary General, German Africa Foundation   
 

Discussion: Dr. Wolf-Dietrich Fugger, Director West Africa, EWIA Green Investments GmbH 

 

Nouhoum Keita, Executive Director ASFA 21 FALEA (Action Solidarité pour les 21 villages 

de la commune Faléa), Mali 

 

Christoph Rauh, Director Africa I, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development, (BMZ) 

 

Marthe Zio, Specialist for ecological construction, CESAO (Centre d’Études et 

d’Expérimentation Économiques et Sociales de l’Afrique de l’Ouest), Burkina Faso 

 

Moderation: Olaf Bernau, Member of the steering committee of Fokus Sahel 
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Marthe Zio 

Specialist for ecological construction, Centre d’Études et d’Expérimentation 

Économiques et Sociales de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (CESAO), Burkina Faso 

Marthe Zio is a trained civil engineer and currently assistant project 

coordinator for the project "Cooperation of Pan-African Civil Society 

Organizations for 100% Renewable Energy in Africa". She is also helping 

CESAO to position itself in the field of climate-friendly construction 

methods in the Sahel region. She is also active in fashion design and 

promotes local talent in this field at an international level through an 

initiative entitled "ZIO Perfect Light".      



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                  

 

 

          
 

 

Nouhoum Keita 

Executive Director Action Solidarité pour les 21 villages de la commune 

Faléa (ASFA 21 FALEA), Mali 

 

Nouhoum Keita is a journalist, radio producer and co-founder and 

coordinator of the non-governmental organisation ASFA 21 FALEA. The 

organisation is active in the Faléa village association in the mining region of 

Kéniéba in southwest Mali and has played a key role in supporting the local 

population's years of resistance against a uranium mine in Faléa since 

2012. In addition to the low world market prices, this has contributed 

significantly to the mining plans being put on hold since 2016. FALEA21 is 

currently campaigning against industrial gold mining by international 

corporations and the associated contamination of the Falémé River, which 

flows into the Senegal River. The organisation also campaigns against 

logging. It is also dedicated to the question of how self-determined 

development prospects can be further developed in the Faléa high plateau, 

which is famous for its biodiversity. 

 

 


